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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN MULTICULTURAL AWARDS 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [12.10 pm]: The Western 
Australian Multicultural Awards 2022 will recognise individuals and organisations for their outstanding contributions 
to multiculturalism and culturally and linguistically diverse communities in Western Australia. Nominations for 
the awards were invited from members of the Western Australian community and closed on 4 February 2022. 
Nominations were sought for individuals and organisations to highlight their outstanding contributions to our society. 
I am pleased to inform the house that the Office of Multicultural Interests has received a record number of 
nominations for the 2022 Western Australian Multicultural Awards. More than 100 nominations were received, 
an increase of 39 per cent from the previous year. The awards are made up of 10 categories, including new additions 
this year in the categories of arts, sports, human rights and response and recovery. 
The new Sir Ronald Wilson Leadership Award reinstates a former category, and is an award close to my heart. 
This award is named in honour of Sir Ronald Darling Wilson, AC, KBE, CMG, QC, who was a passionate 
campaigner for human rights. Sir Ronald conducted the landmark national inquiry into the separation of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander children from their families, which resulted in the 1997 Bringing them home report. The 
Sir Ronald Wilson Award recognises outstanding Western Australians who have had a sustained impact on the 
lives of Aboriginal, culturally and linguistically diverse or marginalised groups in Western Australia. I am very proud 
that we have been able to recognise Sir Ronald in these awards whilst also acknowledging the incredible work that 
is being done by other Western Australians in this space. 

The new Premier’s Community Response and Recovery Award will recognise culturally and linguistically diverse 
community associations that have directly supported Western Australian communities impacted by a crisis through 
response or recovery efforts. This is an important award that will enable us to shine a spotlight on those CALD 
community associations that have supported Western Australian communities through a natural disaster, emergency 
event or the COVID-19 pandemic. 

I am very pleased about the incredible number of nominations that have been received and I am looking forward 
to announcing the award recipients during Harmony Week in March 2022. 
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